EM orando 
The I ritameronof 


Loue : 


I herein certaine pleaſaunt conceitet, 
vttered by diuers woorthy perſonages, are perfectly 
dyſcourſed , and three doubtfull queſtyons of Loue, 
moſt pithely and pleaſawatly diſcu 2 Shewing to tbe 
wylc howe to vie Loue, and to the fonde, howe 


to eſchew Luſt: and yeelding to all boch 
pleaſure and profitt. 


(* 


By Robert Greene , Maiſter of Aries | 
in Cambridge. Pp 


At London 


Printed for Edwarde White, and are 


to be ſolde at his ſnoppe, at the little North _ 
doore of S. Paules Church, at the 
ſigue of the Gunne. 
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fully finished, becauſe he liked the t icture : and 1 offer 
pamphlet unto your Lordship, not well ſurninhed becauſe 


To the Right Hono⸗ 


rable, Phillip Earle of Arundel, 


Robert Greene wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
with the full fruition of 


perlect felicity. 
PER ee e, Do: 
— mitian (Right Honourab/c) 


| made him nets to catch flics, 
VOSS | leat happily he might be found 
e 0 idle, Caligula bet ing wearied 

M weth weighty affayres , woulde 
(10 paße away the time) gather 
Cockles . The Perſian Kinzes 


—ON 4 


— — mee 0 
ſemetimes shaned ſtictes. Viirgill choſe rat ber to reade 


rude Ennius, then to be founde without a boote in Lys 
hande. Time wishethrather to be ſpent in vaine teyes, 
then in idle thougbis, the one driueth away fantaſies, the 
other breedeth Melancholie. Mercurie vouchſafed 
once to arinke of Philemons Earthen potte .. Apollo 
gave Oracles at Delphos , as well to thepoore man for 
his mite , as to the richman for his treaſare. Phillip 
thought well of the water which a poore shepheard offred 
to him, ina greaſie Bottle : duety bindes the Subiecle to 
preſent, and courteſie the Prince to accept, in the one, 
will is an excuſe, in the other , courteſie a bountifall re- 
warde. Apelles (right Honourable) preſented Alexan- 
der with the counterfaite of Campalpe , the face not 
er this 


„ you 


5 The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

jou are à louer of learning. Ti. 
Zewxes paynting Triton, drewe onely his face, the 
reſt he hidde with the tumbling wanes of th: Sea. And I 
ſetting foorth Morandos a  Shew onely his bare 
talk? the reſt I rudely shaddowe with an imperfet? tale. 
The Perſians cauſed their Apes alwayes to mas te in cloth 


of Colde, to couer theyr deformetie. Timacles canſed his 


Popingay to perle under a Dragon of Braſſe that the por- 
| e. t defend: her flow on 4 tes 774 25 , 
. endl . to shrowde my ſimple worte, under your Ho- 
nours winges , thinking one dramme of your Lordships 
fanoure, ſufficient to fence me from the yenemous teeth 
of thoſe byting V ypers, wha ſeeke to diſcredite all, hauing 
themſelues no cre lite at all. Achilles made it not ſtrange 
to take a viewe of Phidias clownich woorke, becauſe it 
mas the image of Mars : and I hope your Honour wyll 
vonchſaſe ts caſt 4 glaunce on this ſilie Booke, for that it 
repreſents the diſcourſe of diuers woor thy perſonages, 
A abhouthof it ſeiſe, it is like Zewxes counterfaits,which 
© ſeemed at ablushto be Grapes,but being throughly view 
ed mere bare shaddowed coloures. Ihe Phiſitions preſcribe 
in theyr dyet that ſometimes bitter Pills ,doo aſmuch pro- 
fit the ſto nacke, as ſwecte Potions. Auguſtus ſometimes 
would ſolace himſe!fe as well with Ennius droſſe, as with 
Maros Colde and it may bee your Hononr paſiing auer 
mam) learned workes , will at the laſt ſtumble at this fonde 
toys , and laugh as Sigiſmonde did at the Pomegranat, 
not that he ſniiled at the ſruite , but at the ſimple mea- 
ria of the man which preſented him with ſo ſmall 4 
Efe. Reſting vpon this point, I commit your Lordship to 
the Almightie . 1 5 
Tour Honours humbly to 


commaund R obere Creens,, + 


To the Gentlemen Read, ers 


Health, 
EmoSthenes CGentle- 


men) alwaies ſought ro win 

the goodwill of the Senate, 
Al by vnfolding the equitie of 
the caze, and J ſeeke to ob- 
taine your fauour by appea- 
ling to yout courteſie, hope- 
11—— =) ing to finde you as readie to 
graunt me the one, as the Sc nate to graunt him the 
other. Protagenes founde the more fauour in ſetting 
foorth his ſimple Pictures, in that he did what hee 
coulde , and I hope to finde the more freendſhipp at 
your handes for this imperfe& worke, in that I doo 
what I can. Vet I knowe I ſhall be compared of ſome 
to Damides Patrat, which prated nothing but that ſne 
hearde her maiſter ſpeake. Well though ſome bee 
Sauage, all are not Satyres,though diners be ſturdie, 
all are not Stoickes. Let flearing Sycophants carpe at 
my want, yet I doubt not but courteous Gentlemen 
will account of will, and as it is follie to reiect the ſa- 
noute of the one, ſo it is fondnes to reſpecte the 
freendſhippe of the other. But to them that ſhall 
pardon my offence, and ſpare to ſpite at my fault. I 
wiſh them ſuch proſperous happe, as they can de- 
fire, or 1 imagine: to the reſt, I will to them as they 
wiſh to me, and yet I bidd them both farewell. 


- Bobert Greene. 
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he Tran 
of Loue. 


F] Here dwelled in Bononia a cer: 
taine Knight called Signior Bon- 
2 » whoſe Pꝛoweſſe in Marti⸗ 
all exploites, did not onely winne 
him wealth to maintaine his woꝛ⸗ 
ſhippe , but alſo hona to counte⸗ 
nance, and counteruaile his ſub⸗ 
ſtaunce: and immoꝛtall glozie as 
| the onclp guerdon due fo2 ſuche a 
doubtie Champion, So that he was generally honoꝛed of al 
fog his valerous magnaninutte, & particularly loued of eche 
one fa his bountifull curteſie, being no leſſe liberall tothe 
pose to defende them from want, then couragious foꝛ his 
countrie to maintaine them in weale, This Bon fadio (nous 
ded thus vnder Foztune , andſh;ined vp by Fame, tried at 
laſt by pzoofe, which long befoze he had heard by repozte that 
the ſtiffeſt Petcallpeldech to the ſtampe, the ſtrongeſt Dke 
to the Carpenters axe, the hard Steele to the fle. and the 
ſtouteſt harte doth bowe, when Nature bids him bende, that 
there is no Adamant, ſuche whiche the bloud of a Goate cam 
not make ſoft , no Tree ſo ſounde whiche the Scarabb flye 
will not pearce, no Iron ſo hard whiche ruſt will not kret, no 
mottall thing ſo ſure whiche time will not conſume , noꝛ na 
man ſo valiaunt whiche tommeth not without excuſe when 
Death doth call. The Phen:x hath blacke pennes as well 
as gliſtring feathers , the pureſt line hath his Lecs, the 


luckleſt yeare hath his canicular dates An hada Pole, 
J. in 


* 
i * x 2 4 
——< > > 
9909 


The 1 


in her face, and eCdoni-a ſkarrevp pon his chin, there was | 
ſometime Thunderheard inthe 29 Fop- 
tune is neuer ſo fauourable but ſheis as fickle: heryzoſpert- 
tie is euer ſawſed with pela ſeep ſoppes of aduexſicie,! 

— 4 5 


je whole — ha: cowardly 


adio hauing by his Pꝛoweſſe 
long pꝛeuailed againſt his foes, was at laſt moſt vnlucke lie 


; — me, So Bo 


. ſlaine byhis Cippoled friendes, F as in an euening he paſs 
e Citie, he was ſodainly ſhot 

r was ſo ſecretly com⸗ 

or lo defect oddvarncr 

bet detected. But the repozte of t 8 


ing come ta the eares ol Ladie Panchia ( q; ſo was his wile 

c ctalled) ſhe foxthwich fell into ſuche perplexed paſſions, and 
- was (o ſurpꝛiſen with ſodatnefozrowe , that befoze the tale 

. de teunce ſeg hl 

 toherfeif, after ſþrhad wept long that verpfounaine 

— ela) ages 

egan 
. tolilten ke the comfortable caunſalle of her friemes, and to 
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of Loue. 


pie fo2 ſo good a wile, and her wozthie of ſo goodahuſbany, 
The Funeralls finiſhed, Paanthia fo2 a time liued moze ſo2- 
rowfullte being a widowe then merely being a wife till at 
laſt ſeeing her mourning Meede began to ware bare, the 
thought veſt both to calf awaie her out warde coate and her 
inward care, wiſely waighing with her ſelfthat it is in vaine 
to water the Plant when the roote is dead, to aſke counſell 
when the caſe is diſtruſt, to wilhe fo2 raine when the Cozne 
is ripe, and to ſigh when noſozrowe can pzeuaile , The Ces 
dar tree remaineth without leaues but twelue daies and the 
es loue neuer continued aboue one 


Date tree but ſeuen. Cyre 8 
peare, and the Tapers in the Temple ot Janus burnedonelp 


but nine nightes , the call of a Quatle continucthbut one 
quarter, and a widowes ſozrowe onely twomonethes: in the 
| _ foz her olde mate, and in the other carefull foz a newe 
match. | 
- 'Panthiainthis fate hauing paſt this tearme ( I doe not 
ſaie with like affection ) though ater care 


ight now ſhe had agre 
and mote charge being a widowe then a wife, Foz ſhe had by 
Sizmor Bonfaazothyee daughters, the cldeſtnamed Lacena, 
the ſeconde Seſtrata, andthe pongeſt Fioretta, all ſo adozned i 
with beautie and indowed with bountte , ſo framed in bovie | 
and fourmed in minde,cche of them being both in outwarde = If 
complexion andinwardeconfticution ſo ſingular, as hard it 

was to fudge which held the Supzemacte, Panthia placing 
all her felicitie in the exquiſite perfection ofher thzee daughs 
ters, ſought tobzing them vp ſo charily and chaſkly, that all 
men might like them koꝛ their beautie and loue them fox the it 
vertue, ĩmitating the good Lapidaries, whiche in the pureit 
golde ſet the moſt pꝛetious ſtone, Tlhile thus ſolitartly and 
ſadly ſhe paſt awaie the time amongſt her chulmen, Sgrior 
Morando a Knight, who in his life time had oft ſerued in the 
warres with ZBonfadio,betweene whom there had long been 
a perfect League of amitie , willing to ſhewe in the bzoode 
how well he loucd the olde birde, was ſo friendly to Parrhia 


as familiar with Bonfadio, comforting her as a deſolate wi 
B. ij. dowe, 


'S 
2 
* 
# 
3 
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The Tritameron 
dawe, and counlelling her as his friendes wife, wiuen to the | 
one by conſcience,andto the other by curtcſie, Seing there» 3 
foze ſhe did wholie abſent her ſelf from companie , whiche 3 
made her zeame on ſondzie melancholiemotions, he did in; f 
uite her and her thee Daughters to a graunge houſe of his ; 
ſeuen miles diſtant fro Bononia, whether alſo diuers gentles 5 
men were bidden, thinking this the fitteſt meanes to dziue ; 
her krom her ſozrowfull dumpes. Tant hia deſirous to let S:- 
 gnioreMoraudo vnderſtande how greatly ſhe did atcount of 
his curteſie, came at che daie appointed to his houſe, where 
bothe ſhe and her Daughters were not onely well welcome 
to Morando, but to all the reſt of the companie . Amongſt I 
whom was S.gnior Peratio, e Meſſier eAretyno,and Signior ; 
don Sylueſtro, with others, who ſitting downe to dinner and 
paſſing awaie the time withpleaſaunt parle, it chaunced afs 
ter dinner as they lat talking that Signior Peratio ſpicd han⸗ 
ging in the Parlera Table molt curiouſly painted: wherein 
boththe Sea and Land was moſt perfectly pourtraied. The 
Picture was of Europa, the Sea ok the Phenicians and the 
Lande of Sydon· Dn the Shoare was a beautifull Medowe, 
wherein ſtoode a troupe of daintie Damoſells:in the Sea a 
Bull, vppon whole backe ſat a Dame of ſurpaſſing beautie 
ſailing towards Candie, but looking to the crew of her com- 
panions from whom by Siniſter meanes ſhe was ſeperated, 
The unter by ſecrete ſkill had perfectly with his Penſell 
bdeſciphered the feature of their faces, as their countenance 
did ſeeme to impozte bothe feare and hope. Fo? ſeing their 
pPereles Pꝛinceſſe a pzate to ſuche a owling ypꝛate, they 
ruſht into the Stas (as willing to be partakers of their Þt- | 
ſtres miſerie) as farre as feare of ſuch fearfull ſurges would ; 
permit them, but puſhed back with the dzead of pꝛelent daun⸗ ö 
ger, they ſfoode vewing how cunningly and careſully the ; 
PO his charge: How Europa araied in Purple 
abes ſat ſecurelyand ſafely holding in her right hand his 
h une and in her left his taile. About him the Dolphins ſee- 
med to leape , the Syrensto ſing, and Triton himſelf to tri⸗ 


umph. 


of Loue. 


umph. ¶ pid alſo in the fourme of a little boy wis there moſt 
curiouſly ꝑ unted, hauing his winges ſpꝛed, a Quiuer by his 
ſize, in one hande a flame of fire,in the other a chaint ofcold, 
where with he dzewe the Bull as by conſtraint, and turaing 
bis head towards Jupiter ſeemed to ſinile at his follie and to 
deſpiſe his dietie, that by his meanes he had made ſuche a 
ſtraunge B:tamozphoſis, a 

Sigmor Peratio hauing long gazed on this go2geous Pic⸗ 
ture, boch pꝛaiſed his perfect ſ kill chat had ſo cũningly made 
a counterfait of Mature by Arte, and alſo muſed at the foꝛce 
of Loue that had by conqueſt caught ſo wozthie a Captiue, 
that at length as one fozced by affection he ſighing ſaied: O 
Gods that a childe ſhould rule both the Heauen the Sea and 
the Lande. | 

Don Silueſtro ſeing Peratio (o ſodainly paſſionate with 
the view of a ſimple Picture, taking occaſion herevpponto 
enter into further parle began to croſle him on this maner, 

Why how now Peratio (quoth he) dee you ſigh to ſee Ja- 
piter ſo fonde as foꝝ luſt to abaſe his dietie , o Cupid ſo ꝑꝛe⸗ 
ſumptuous as by Loue to increaſe his dignitie: the one ſhe⸗ 
wing himſelf woꝛſe then a man fog his lollie, the other moze 


— a God fo) his power. 
Naſir (quoth f rn vou miſkake his meaning,fo2 it 


ares with him as with NVarcißus, that was neuer in Loue 
— when he lookt into the water. 2 like the Fiſhe Magra 
which onclp leapeth at the ſight of the Nozth ſtarre: Ny par 
* neuer ſawe any Muſicall Jnſtrument but he would 
g, noꝛ he any amoꝛous Picture but he muſk ſigh, the one 
b: wing thereby his affection to Puicke,the other bewjaps 
ing his paſſions in Loue. 
In deede ſir ( quoch Peratio) I remember Sylenes would 
alwates leade his Aſſe in a ſtring, that —— wearie 
he might ride, and e Impbion plaied euer beſt on his Harpe 
when he heard pooze Srheneut blowe on his Oten pipe: So 
ſir you keepe me fo} a plaine ſong:wherevpon to deſcant ſhes 
wing your fine wit al waies to be moſt 25 when pou finde 
ij. mp 
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aaätaulte, when it n 
Truth ſir, quoth Pan 
Laue, no loue but luſt. Nas Scipio thought a frende to Vue | 


my dull head to be moſt groſſe. But Calchas neuer pꝛophe⸗ 


By my faith S gnior Morando, quoth Madame Pant hia, 
k xou haue puſht Perario with the pike hath hit you with the 


ok good wine, becauſe he would oft bee dzunke . Peratio li- 


trauyng onelp to cropp the bud of her beautie , and to ſpoile 
the frute of her honſtie, ſeekyng foꝛ the gaine of his fadpnge 
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fied Darch to the Grecians but when his owne Lands were 


barraine: 2c; Tireſtas had neuer giuen a verdite againlt Iu- 
no, but that he himſelfhad been once a woman. Thraſos age 


could not bereaue him of his paraſicicall affections : neither 
was Barttus à leſſe blabb being olde then in his pouth ; The 
pierre eee 
a beat to wither: Die 
Tickes art ſoneſt conſumed with fire,and doaking 82 
raught with fancie, deuining that ot others whereofthep 
themſelues doe moſt dꝛeame: but they followe the olde Pꝛo⸗ 
ucrbe, Smiles habent labra lactucas. 


launce: but it ſemes he hach bene burnt in the hand that cans 


not abide to here of ire. Apollo would neuer willyngly as 
vide the noiſe ofthe Crowe, becauſe he had beleued her to 


lightlie. Sylenus was ever moſt angrie when any tould him 


kes not to be toucht where he is gald , no2 to be accuſed ſo 
ſtricktlie, when his conſcience feeles the crime: and pet J 


got too farre, foꝛ it is no offence to loue 
Des Padame, quoth Aretyno, ag ſnpiter loued Europa 


pleaſure, to pꝛocure her laſtyng paine: Is not ſuche fancie 
eth vp without honeſt affection? 


ant hia, but I coumpt likyng without 


mant ia, when he ſought to ſpoile the Citie? oz ¶ remis to Ces 


res, who robed her Temple of her treaſure? The Turky ha⸗ 


ning loft his culler is ot no value , The faireſt flower with 
out his ſmell is coumpted but a werde: and the maid that by 


miſchaunte looſcth her virginitie, though neuer ſo fater is 
molt infoꝛtunate, her chefeſt treaſure is tht᷑ but traſh like the 


| Dye in the Jl? ( VHoos, which is puer in the mynge, but doſſe 


of Lone. | 
tathe furnace, fo: beautie without honeffie fs like deadlie - 
poyſon pꝛeſerued in a box of goul>, Conſideryng this Are 
Zu, doe you coumpt bim to loue, that wiſherh his Ladie 
Madame, quoth Morando, pou miſconſture or his minde, . 
— eAretyno coumptes . that what ſoeuer is kancie , that is 
oue. 

Tis good then (quoth 2)to bꝛinge him from bis bereſie, | 
fo fancie is Vox equiuoca,which either may betaken fo2 ho- 
neſt loue, oz fonde affection , fo: fancie oftimes commeth of 
wealth oz beautie, but perfect loue cuerſpzingech from ver. 
tue and honeſtie. 
M rie, quoth Peracio,that is the cauſe that wemen loue fo #8 
muche and men ſo little, wherein by your owne indgement 
thei are altogicher blamleſle, fn wemen finde in vs honeſtie 
without W we in thẽ beautie without vertue. Sir, 
quoch ſhe, vour cenſure is no ſentence, neither can this bzos 
ken coine ſtande fo} ſterlyng: fo to excuſe your ſelfe vefoze 
you be accuſed, is to ſinde a fowle crack in a falſe conſcience, 
Tis hard to couer a greate rent wich a ſmall peece, oꝛ to hide 
Vulcan poult foote with pulling on a ſtraight ſhoe, Honeſty 
is alwaies painted like a woman, as ſigniſiyng that it is 
moſt pꝛedamynaunt in that ſexe. And ſir to giue pou a venie 
with pour owne weapd, as pou ſaied befoze,like lippes, like 
lettice, as the man is, ſo is his manners, cat al mates goeth 
after kynde, and tis harde to finde men without mall hone⸗ 
ſtie, and great deceite. 

Doe you ſpeake by experience, quoth Merands , was 
your huſ band inthe number ofthoſe that are cumbzed with 
this conſumption, 

He was, quoch ſhe, by nature, but that he did amend it by 
nourture, and pec,quoth ſhe, my huſ bandes honeſtie cannot 
conclude generallp, but chat there mult be large exceptions, 

 Jamglad Padame Phi, that pou are ſo pleaſaunt, 
and al the reſt of my good gueſtes ſo merilie diſpoſed, J hope 


pou will not denie me of a requeſt, that generally J ſhall 
ctaue 


| the Faunefolloweth faſt after j Do:creaturcs without rea» 
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traue of por all, 
2 thecreafonable,quoth Panthia, I dare pzomiſe fog 


ch —— en. 
: wid J, quoth Sylueſtro for the men. 


Why then J will haue you cell me pour opinions, whe. 
ther this our countrey pzouerbe be true 02 no, whiche is comes 
monly ſpoken Amor fa molto ma argento fa tutto. L oue doth 
much but money doth all. A 
Nn men quoth Pant hia, and that we wAl pzoue, 
An wemen, quoch Peratio, and that J will defend, 
Awo ſitte champions, quoth Morandso, to trie ſuche a 
doubtfullcombate, . 
Nap fir, quoth Panthia, Imp ſelf refuſe hisp)offer but 
my daughter Lacexaſhall perfourme mp challenge, fot it is 
not a mourners parte to diſcourſeof ſuch pleaſanc pointes, 
A fitte matche, quoth Peratio for ſo honeſt a man, and to 
put pou out of doubt J had rather ſip with pour daughter 
then ſup with you: fo an inche of a kidd is woozth an etl of 
of a cat, but to leaue theſe cuttyng blowes:how lap pou Las 
cena,are pou content to defende ſo falſe an hereſle, 
Dir, quoth ſhe, where dutie dzfues, there denyall is a 
fault, and where nature infereth, obedience there to reſift is 
to war againſt the Gods: the yong Lambe commeth at the 
bleating ol 5 old ſheepe: the Signett at Þ call ofthe Swan: 


ſon, and baute beaſtes by mere inſtinckt of Nature followe 
their dams, and ſhould not Ithen obey mp parentes: yes no 


EE Se ,02 els Jmight be counted moze bzuce then a beaſt, oz 


= ſinall ſkill and great interpꝛiſe, and the common ſaiyn 


leſſe naturall then areaſonable creature. This conſidered it 
Jaduentt re raſhely to diſcuſle ſo harde a caſe beyng vnſit by 
nature and arte, the duetie J hope that J owe vnto her, who 
hath power to tommũnd me, ſhall be ſufficient to 2 

0 
ct nerally vſi d here in our countrey doeth ſomwhat Cre | 
me. A lure truth, quoth thet , neede no ſubtill gloze: no a 
cloart caſe a ſhifting Counſeller , Tell (quot "The 


of Loue: 


doubt your fained ſimpliſitie , willpjoue a non to bee fne- 


wilhe Sopheltrie, andtherefoze thus to the purpole , The 


' caſe(quoth he) which we haue to diſcuſſe, is a maxime houl⸗ 
den as true as a holie Ozacle: but the doubt is, whether it 
is to be auerred in men, oz vereſied in wemen: Ik che perfece 
tion of the bodie, and the conſtitution of the mynde, foxceth 
men to loue, moze then the greedie deſire to gaine, then we 
haue wonne the feilde, and you loſt the combate: and if we⸗ 
men loue moze fc; beautie and vertue, then fo; wealthe and 
riches, wee haue taken the foile , and you wonne the con⸗ 
queſt. But it was harde foz e Achelous with his ſhiftes to pꝛe⸗ 
uaile againſte Hercules becauſe ot᷑ his ſtrength , and it will 
be as harde fo2 you toreſiſt mp reaſons becauſe thei be true, 


Mho ſo readeth the Romiſhe Recodes,and Grecian Piſto⸗ 
ries, andturneth ouer the volumes filled with the reyoꝛte of 


te louers, ſhall finde ſoundzie Sonnets, ſawled wich 
oxrowfull paſſions, diuers Ditties veclaryng their dumps, 
carefull complaintes , wofull wailinges , aud athouſande 
ſundziehapleſle motions, wherin the pode perplexedloucrs 
doe painte out, how the beautie of their miſtres, hath ama 
zed their mindes, how their fancie is fettered with their ex» 
quiſite perfection : how they are ſnaxed with the fourme of 
ber Featurc: how the giftes of Nature ſobountifully beſto- 
wed vppon her, hath incangled their mindes,and bewitched 
their ſences,that her excellent vertue, and ſingular bountte, 
bath ſo charmed cheir affections, and her rare qualities hath 
ſo owned them in deſire, as thei eſteeme her courteſie moze 
then Ceſars Ringdomes, her loue moze then Lozdſhippes, 
and her good will moze then all woꝛloly wealth. Tuſhe all 
Treaſure is but traſh, in reſpect ot᷑ her perſon. Nea, they pze- 
ker the inioying o her perfection, befoze all the riches of foz- 
tunate Creſ#s, Thus the pooze paſſionate louers whole life 
bangeth on their Piltres loue, craue onely to feede their 
fancies with her beautie, and to pleaſe their mindes with 
her vertue. But let the mol tniurious Dame, who hath belk 
ill to heath out flaundzous ſpeeches againſt men ſay 2 


els : 
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che can) that the hath euer heard, oꝛ red, of any loner that hath 
deliphered in his ditties, the earneſt deſite he had to emoye 
— penn out his paſſions, that he ſuffered to 
gaine his Ladies polſeſſions: now it is a fault committed 
dk moſt, and omitted of fewe, that men in thetr loue looke be⸗ 
foze they letpe, and there foze oftimes fall in the ditche, ncuer 
gaping after the deſire of greedie gaine , no} building their 
fancie vpponthe fading c oodes of Foztune : ſo that oft they 
win ſuch a wile as he maie put her Downie in his eye foꝛ hur⸗ 
ting his ſight, and her wealth maie be caft without any great 
count: whereby it is euident, that ifa man once fire bisfans 
cie vpon any Dame, no want of wealth ,nolacke of lining 


can impaire his loue, but he rrmalneth fairhfullin deſpigbt 
5 of Fojtnue, wearing thisPoſieimhis Shield, Nen 4674. 


| firſfAlarum , Air vals} was no whit the lefſe fo /7/ſes 


ſed amor. 


In treth ( quoth Siluefro )if I had aciſe in the lawthou 
ſhoulveſt be my Counſells}, fo I doubt thou baſk put inſuch 
a Plea, as it will be hard fo Lecenato annſwere. 
T.ulhe ſir(quoth ſhe)though the Caſtle be ſharply aſſaul · 
ted it is not ſtraight wonne, andthe ſielde is not {oft at the 


v une babling, and though by his woꝛdes he wonne the pytze, 
pet all men knew it was moꝛe by pꝛating then by Bꝛoweſte: 
ſo if you foile me by pour ſubtill fallations, cnerp one ſhall 
pert eiue that it is not becauſe J defende the wong , but be⸗ 
cauſe J cannot mangle. Boerius in his Bookes De conſola- 
tine, noting the ſondꝛie affections which force the minde, ei⸗ 
— miſlike greatly o2 to loue feruently:ſaith, that in ma» 

Ring a choyce ot their loue women do moſt erre, in that they 
Caffer their mindes ſoneſt to be ſubdued by the riftes of Na- 
ture: wherein although J confeſſe they offend by ſtring their 
fanties on ſuche a fickle ſubiect: pet it is evident, that they 
maoꝛe reſpect che perſon then his purſe , and rather like his 
perfection then his landes and liuinges , Fo? if wemen in 
their choyte were moe wedded vnto wealththen to wit, and 


reſpected r at tan mea then his * 
de 


of Loue, 
doubt en infinite number of Damoſells fzeuld lead their lis 
ues in moe plentie and lefſepenurie,But as the lolteſt were 
ſoneſt receiueth impreſſion: as the tender twigge is niolt ea» 
ſie to bend, and the ſineſt glaſſe moſt bꝛittle: ſo the pure com⸗ 
plexion of wemen is malt ſubiect vnto Loue, beiag quickly 
inflamed by che foꝛce of affection but neuer quenched: like to 
the Abeſton ſtone which once ſet on fire can neuer be put out. 
Foz when as Cxpid allaicth to allure the miude of a ſeclie 
maide to offer Jucenſe at his Altar # ſo become his ſubiect, 
be ſeeketh not rodzawe her with wozldly traſhe 02 treaſure, 
noꝛ to perſwade her with the gift of Jemmes 02 Jewelles, 
but coucreth his hooke with p ſugred baite of beautie, wher⸗ 
with ſhe being once blinded he carieth her awaie into perpe⸗ 
tuall captiuitie. The affection of wemen is al wales fettered 
either with out ward beautie oz in warde bountie, either buil: 
ded on the perfect complexion of the bodie 02 pure conſti: 
tution of che minde: they alwaics waie his woꝛthineſſe and 
not his wealth. his come lineſſe and not his coyne: and rather 
ſeeke to ſettle their mindes vppon his vertue chen on ſuche 
fading pelfe as is not permament , Fo2 after that they haue 
{mpzinted in their mindes the fourme of their Loucrs fea- 
ture, and that beautie hath ſo bewitched their ſences as they 
are wholp at her becke, then they catefully pooze ſaules cons 
ſider the condition of their Loucrs: and as they haut vewed 
their out ward ſubſtaunce, ſo thei deuine of their in ward qua⸗ 
lities . It᷑ he bee valiaunt they loue to hcare of his Martiall 
exploites:his PÞ2owellc pleaſeth thF:his manly deedes daou⸗ 
neth them in delight: pea, they are ſo beſotted in this fande 
imagination, chat they thinke no man ſo able to attchiue anp 
enterpꝛiſe as he, vaunting of his victozies, as if ſhe her ſelt 
had wonne the conqueſt: Tf he bee wiſe his wit ſettech them 
moꝛe on fire : If Eloquent, bis ſugred ſpeeche inchaunteth 
then: t learned his ſecrete ſkill dʒawetchthem into an ends 
leſſe Laberinth:ſo that they wholie fecde their fancies with 
his beautie, oꝛ delight their mindes with his qualities, neuer 


relepectinghisriches nat weighing his wealchzwher:bpele 
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times when pouertie pincheth them they crie Peccaus. But 
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of wealth cannot macke: whiche Vayil wilely weighing 
ſaid; Auri ſacra fames quid non Muliebria pectara 
Ce IONS 
Danae the D of eAcryſius ſought and ſued ta by dis 
uers and ſondꝛie ſuters, whoſe parentage Epzogenie , whoſe 
beautie and boũtie, whoſe ſinguler feature and famous qua- 
lities deſerued to be mates toy bzaueſt Dames ofthe wozlv: 
and pet becauſe their comelineſſe was without copne, their 
wozlhip without wealth, and their ſinguler perfection with ⸗ 
out ſumptuous poſſeſſions, although ſhe had ſufficift wealth 

pooze Peſaunt to make a mightie Pꝛince, pet the was 
ſo greedie after the deſire ol gaine, chat ſhe eſteemed moze fa« 
diag pellechen all the beantie and verenetnche —ę—ę— | 
ſuche was her couetous minde,that although /«p:ter himſelf 
ſought to ſacke the Caſtle ofher chalkitie, and tocroppe the 
bud 2 her beautie, vet ſhe deſpiſed his dietie, vntil to optaine 
bis deſire he was faine to fall into her lappe in the ſhape of a 
ſhower of golde. Procrit whole feruent affection was ſuche 
towarde Cephal«s, as her parentes were conſtrained vnwile 
lingly to marrie her as they thought to an vnfit matche , be⸗ 
cauſe her ſenſes were ſo beſotted with p beautie of this Ce- 
phalus,and his woꝛthie qualities had ſo bewitched her minde 
that he was the onely Sainct whom in harte ſhe deſired to 
ſerue. After that they long had led a happie life, Cephalus in⸗ 
tending to make a triall ot his wiues conlkancie, | 
himſelf fo: a while, and comming in dilguiſed apparel made 
ſute vnto her, that in her huſ bandes abſence he might haue 
the kruition of her perſone: but ſuche was her ſettled faithe 
and affection,that neither ſighes, ſoꝛow, ſobbes, complaints, 
pꝛapers, pꝛomiſes, noz pꝛoteſtations could pꝛeuaile, vntill he 
gaue the laſt aſſauit with the pꝛoffer of many pꝛecious Je⸗ 
welles: whereat ſhe was foꝛced to giue ouer the Fozte, and 
ſd Courtizaulike make a ſaile ot her coſtancie.Clhat ſhould: 
I ſpeake of that golden girle Eriphile, who being the Bis 
ſtreſſe of many riche Poſſeſſions, was no ſo a⸗ 
victeveorheveſi of pelle, chat an pooxe paſſionate 
{ Cy. Infor tumio, 


5 ds wiſe as Vi;ſes, as truſtie as 7 eplus, pet J ſhall ſee the 
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Infertumio, nd choſe that doting olde Peaſant e- Imp hiærus, 
whom after ſhebetratedts the Greekes fozan ouch of gold. 
Beautie no} vertue could not win the loue of T, hut 
foz a Baaceletſhe bctrated the Capitoll. Tuſhe, whom beau⸗ 


tie cannot bende riches will bꝛeake: whom vertue cannot op⸗ 
taine wealth will winne : Foz it is not the man that wemen 


35 | | by not his perſon but his purſe : not his Lis 


- niage buthislining : That as the Serpentes Hydaſpes, the 

mote they dzinke the moze they thirſt, and ſo are neuer ſatiſ⸗ 
fied : ſo wemen , the moze copne they haue the moꝛe they co⸗ 
net without ſatietie. So that J conclude, werr J as mightie 
as Alexander,ags beautifull as Paris, as valiaunt as Hector, 


— Oαianbe ft rin Si nee ibis 
Homere 

«Aforedonnd the relf of the Gentlemen hearyng 1 
cunnyngly Perario did pꝛattle, laughed to ſee how foutly he 
ſkucke to his tackling, ſaying that they thought his reaſons 
were ſo foꝛcible, as they couldnot 4 and that it 
were belt for Lacena, to giue ouer the fight in the plaine 


feelde. 2Uhiche wie frumpe dyiue her into ſuche afuming 


choler, that ſhe made Peratiotbis ſharpe replie. 
Sir (quoth ſhe) it were harde foꝛ Vulcan to tall any man 
Cripple, becauſe he himſelf had a poult foote, and Venus 
ſhoulo be thought impudent to condempe any of lightneſſe, 
ſtith the her ſelf was ſo leude: and as vnſite fo2 yon to con⸗ 
demne nie of folliq, ſich your own? reaſons are ſo fonde , fo 
as you ſaie it is bad Allrologie to calculate vpon coniecture, 
ſo J ſaie it is worſe Philoſophte to pꝛoue a generall Axiome 
by a particuler inſtaunce, whereas vou auerte that wemcn 
are naturally cquetous,and know not the cauſe , your affecs 
tion ſemeth co pꝛoceede rather of rant thenofreaſon , and 
ok wilfull ſpight, moye then of due pꝛoole, fe wantyng a ſure 
author to vpholde pour hereſie, vou are faine pour ſelf to 
bꝛyng in the verdict, but in this /p/e dixit ſhall ſtande foꝛ no 
Pape, neither 198 your cenſure be ſet doune foza ſentence, 


we 
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the out warde pꝛopertie 02 his inwarde perfection, either the 


of Loue. 


we will not alowe pou to be a copno? of concluſions, vnleſſe 
your pzemilles had been of moꝛe puiſſaunce. But Jremems 
ber very well that Horace notyng the fonde affections of 

men, and wilely deſcribyng the greedie deſire they haue to 
gaine: did cunning ly carpe at their couetouſneſſe, ſaiyng: 
Quæranda pecunia prumã po nimos virtus meanyng that in 
all cheir actions, they firſt ſeeke to pzap vpon pelfe,counting 
ſuche fadpng craſh? , their onely treaſure:pzeferyng wealth 
befoze wiſedome, andriches befoze vertue, gaping gredilie 
after gald, as the oncly guerdon they deſire fo? their deſerts, 
yea, in their loue they alwaies ayme moze at the money, chen 
at the maide, and coumpt her vownie the beſt ſainct that de⸗ 
ſerueth their depeſt devotion, although they can connynglp 
concerfete, that thep are dzownedin the deſire of her perſon, | 
when in harte they meane her purſe, playing like the Elo⸗ 
phant that rather chooſeth to leane againſt the Dke 

then againſt chſweete Bꝛiar, oz like the Tiger that che 
his pꝛaie, not by the kairenes of the ſkin, but by the fatneſle 
of the fleſh, wheras pooze gentlewemen either onely reſpece 


comlineſſe ofhis perſon, o the curtiſie ot his mind, deteſting 
that filthie dzaſſe,as a thyng not ſo gredilie tobe deſired, Foz 

was it the wealth of Eneas that Dido ſomuche doted on, oz 
his woꝛthieneſſe, who came to Carthage as a poote ſtrag⸗ 

ling Straunger, beyng readie to take of all and being able 
to giue to none? Nas it the peife of Demophon 03 his perſon 
that Phillis ſo depelp deſired? was it the riches of Pars that 
e/Enone wiſhed , oz his beautie when ſhe knewe him fo2 no 


other but a pooze Shepheard + Mas it the wealth of Ves, 
oz his wiſdome that Circes ſought after, when ſhe ſawe him 


ts he but a wanozing Pirate: Did not ( mpaſpe prefer poʒe 
2 before e Alexander, and that louelie Lady 
Eup 


iniachooſe Achæriſto her Fathers bondman. Tuſhe 
who ſeeth not if he be not either ſenceleſſe, oꝛ ſotted with ſelf- 
mill, that wemen reſpect goodwill and not gaine, curteſie 


and not copne, yea, loue onelp and not landes 02 i: 
ny 


| xouſhalleſcapevnpunithed,andfully 
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And fir wheras vou byyng in Dauae as im inffaunce to 
pꝛoue wemens couetous delire,if you wielknoc che lence, it 
is ſmall to the purpoſe, fo2 7pirer chaunged not into gelde 
to obtaine her chaſtitie,but to coꝛrupte her kepers that ſe he 
might make a rape ot her virginitte , neither was T arpeye 
ey. golde, but to betraie the Capitall fox 
ile did amiſſe and Procris offende, 
will theſe two — infer a generall concluſion: No fox 
as oye Swallowe maketh nocſommer,no} as one withered 
tree pꝛoueth not winter, ſo one womans offence is not ſuffi- 
cient to pꝛoue all faultie, Your raſh reaſons, therefoze are 
luke Tantalus Apples, which are fapze to the eye, but beeing 
touched, they turne to Afhes, Dz like A pelle grapes, that 
ſeemed to be ſuch, till they Wee diedond. Do vour 
ſubtill arguments impozte greate foꝛce till they bee lifted, 
andchen they are like Cornelius ſhadowes which ſeemed like 
men but were none. Retyꝛe befoze you come at the 
trench, fith you haue followed the ſound of a wong March, 
Foxit is pꝛoper to a man to bee deceiued. but to perciſt in an 
errour,ts the ſigne ol an impudent mind, and vpon this con⸗ 
— youhane renn 


e Morandoheryng hom connyngiy Lecens bad reſiſted 
rn reaſons, began to be halfe blancke, becauſe Pau- 
z hie pulling him by the flecue ſaied. 

Sir (quoth ſhe) although my daughter hath contluded 
in an impartect Moode, pet it is harde to riduce it but Per 
| le: your Champion is chafed and ſeekethreueng * 
but he plaies like Phineus that ſought to merte his foe inthe 
Felde, and yet he himſelfcooke the firſt foile, but as it is no 
ſhame foꝛ hym that gazeth againſt the Sonne to winke, ſo 
Peratio that ſtriues againſt the truthe, mait take the mate 
and yet haue good kill at the Chelle. 
Qihy (quoth «Arerino) is he alwaies the beſt man that 
gies the laſt ſtroke, oꝛ ſhe wonne the victoie} , that ſpeakes 


the laſt woozde,Perario hath but yet plaide his quarters, he 
now 
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now meanes to lie at his warde, and Jbelene ſo warclie, 
that Lacenathal haue good lucke if ſhe ſcape without a lolle. 
Tuſh gentlemen(quoih Peratio) adam Panthia thincs 
kes that where Venus ſitts there Mars mult lay downe his 
Helmet, that no Birdes can ſing where the Peacocke dil⸗ 
plates her golden Feathers: but J am not ſo fonde, as with - 
Hercules to become a flaue to Omphale, no; with Mars to 
tye my ſelfto Venus will. Lacenæ faire loo kes, noꝛ her pains 
ted ſpeech ſhall not ſo charme me, as J ſhall ſo lighely geue 
other the chalenge, fo2 J am not in loue, and therefoꝛe may 
ſpeake at liberty, Truely(quoth e Morando)ſith the contro: 
uerſie is ſuche, as it cannot without a longe diſcourſe be de» 
cided: I will at this tyme become a mediatoꝛ and peld my 
verdit becauſe time calles vs away, Upon this ſentence chis 
therfoze is my ſenſure, that as Phillip of Macedon ſatd there 
was no Citie ſo ſurelie defenced, whereinto an Aſſe laden 
with gold might not enter: ſo the Temple of V eſta is neuer 
ſo well ſhut, but a key of gold will ſpedelie vnloſe the locke. 
Dir (quoth Pant hia) and J by pour leaue will conclude to 
your pꝛemiſſes, with the picture which Ph:a5as the Painter 
dꝛew of Ma and Uenus in this foꝛme:repzeſenting Mars 
tied vato Venus by the eye, his bꝛeaſt open, wherein appered 
a harte all of gold. But Venus hauyng her ſight valed, her 
harte perſed through with an arrow, and chained vnto Mar. 
with a ſiluer thzeed , wherein was witten this poſte Sans 
Aultre. Aell (quoth e Horando)it was harde to finde Ds: 
ana without her bowe, oꝛ Appollo without his harpe, oꝛ a wo⸗ 
mans crattie widte, without a clarklie ſhiſt. But when Her- 
cules had conquered Orithia he could not vauut of the vic⸗ 
toꝛie, becauſe ſhe was a woman:ſo therefoze J wil not ſtrive 
toconfute Padame Pant hia, ſithin gettyng the conqueſt J 
ſhould rather reape diſcredit, then purchaſe pꝛaiſe oz honour: 
we will thercfozenow ende our diſcourſe, and ſit doune ta 
ſupper, where whatſoeuer pour chere bee, pet J pate vou 
thynke pour ſelueshartie welcome ', The Gentlemen and 


Gentlewemen findpng their fare no wooꝛſe then their wel⸗ 
tome 


1. 


bpbeade was, would euer zune her ſelf at the ſight of Palla, oꝛ 
une Norciſſ that had ſcarſely lookt into the water but 
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co ne was, gaue eHorando greatethankes fo) his curteſte, 
and being ail pleaſantlie diſpoſed, they paſſed awaie che ſup⸗ 
per wich many pyetty parlres. Don Silueſtro one ly extepted, 
who was in his dumps: foꝛ the beautie of Lacena had alredie 
ſo battered the bulwanke ot his bzeafk, and had ſo quatted his 
ſtomacke with her excellent qualities, that he oneiy fed his 
epes in notyng the exquiſit perfection of her perſon, whiche 
Aretins partlie perceiupng , he began to plucke him 
from his paſſions, in this maner. I haue often marueled and 
cannot pet ceaſe to muſe gentlemen (quoth he) at the mad⸗ 
neſſe of choſe momentarie louers, whoſe myndes are like 
the ſtate of Mineruat Dwle, that howe heauie ſocuer her 


was in laue with his owne ſhaodowe: but Ithinke theſe vio⸗ 


lent paſſions are nothing perm inent, their ſparckling heate 


neuer pꝛoues ta perfect coles, muche like to n Matri⸗ 
- purs th it faded be fe thei were fullie fourmed, - 
 Whatmoues you quath Morando to pop forth ſo ſodain⸗ 
iy this darke pꝛobleme, doe you think there is any man here 
that is pinched with ſuche paſſions, 02 would pou ſee by the 
meaſureof an other mans foote, where pou owne ſhoe wins 
No ſir(quoch he) the picture of Andromeda and Perſcus, 
whiche hanges here befoze myne eyes, bjought this to my 
remembzaunce , fo2 me thinke either Andromeda was pals 
Pug beautifull oz Penſeus verie amozous, that ſvazing aloft 
in the apje he did firmely loue befoze he did fultie looke, his 
eyes were ſcarſely ſtxed ere his harte was fettred, and how 
thinke you Sigmor Silueſtro is not this ſtraunge. 
Silueſtes doubtyng that Arerino ſhot at an other marke 
then his talke did pꝛetende, thought to ſhadow his falt with 
a falſe culler. and with the Lapwing to erie fartheſt of from 
her neft, he framed him therefoze this aunſwere. Truely 
_ eArerino(quoth he)it were folie to queſtion with Pigmalicn 
about Eſculapius ſecrets, oz to demande 14k whac 
= j a ollem⸗ 
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ſollemnitie Hymeneus obſerued in his Sacrafices , becauſe 


the one was vnſkilfull in Pheſicke andthe other as ingno⸗ 
rant in Mariage, and meare kundneſlelt is fo the to aſks 
my oppinion of fancie, when Fconnot by experience yelde 
a berdit of affection, it is harde ſoꝭ him to giue a cenſure of 
Paintyng that bath but lookt into Appelles ſhoppe , and ag 
difficult foz me to ſect downe my ſentence ofLoue whiche 
am but newlie entred into (i Schoole , Foz J con- 
feſſe J am not of Tianeus opinion, to deſpiſe Beautie, noz 

ſo dogged as Diogenes, tocondemne wemen, th the one 
ſhewes a crabbed nature,. and the other as ill nourture. But 
eſſe another mans bow by pour owne bent 


it mate be yo ug 
and plaie like C wxitius that accuſed Andremox of loue „ wh] 
he himſelf was before fertered with luſt. 

What (quoth eTretino) ſhall Pigmalion bee with 


him that ſaied he was a Caruer,ſeeing it was his n 
by arte, o ſhall a pong gentleman take offence fox being na · 
med a louer, ſich it is pzoper to hym by age. But J — 
with pour melancholie humour , lch J ee that tis 
hard to finde a ſuſpicious man without telowſie , and a lin- 
gring louer without Dumpes. 

Gentlemen quoth Peratio, mee thinks it is folly to takke 
about ſo fond a trifle as loue, which I can rightly 
Perſeus wings, which being giuen him by Jupiter, taried him 
alwayes into perrilous daungers, o2to Hyde: goulde, 
which he counting his bliſſe, pꝛooued at laſt to bee his bale, 
Let not then ſuch afriolons queſtion cauſe friends to giue 
ſuch byting quippes. 

Tuch (quoth Arerino) theſe cuttes cannot cauſe Sylueſtro 
and met tofarre,euerp blowe dꝛawes not bloud, no} cuery 
woꝛde inferreth not math, that friendſhippe is of a bzickle 
mould, chat a little Table talke will cracke, Jn troth(quoth 
N A170 take not ſuch offence at Aretinos folly as I dae 

eratio at thy extreme fondnes, that makeſt ſo light acount 
ol loue. But Proteus neuer remayned long in one ſhape,nci« 
ther was /o/aſeene to weare one garment twile. The ſkarre 

D. ii. Caſtiopea 
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C:ſciopearemapnethin one ligne but ten dayes, and thou in 


one mynde but ten howers, being now hotte now could, firſt 
as courteous as Traian, and then as cutriſh as Tymon, one 
While a defender ol luſt, and an other time a contemmer of 
loue. But as it is harde to catche the Polpe ſiſh, becauſe ſhe 

tourneth into the likeneſſe of euery obiect, lo it is folly to 
credit ther which frameſt thy talke after euery new fantaſie. 
| r Signior Morando) left you 
moue your ſelfemoze fand in taking ſuch ſmall occgſion of 
anger, chen they in miniftringthe cauſe, we met as friends, 
and loth J were we ſhould part as foes, Therefoze fo? this 
night Jcommend pou all as my gueſtes, to keepe ſilence, 


. -_ andcomozroweifyoupleaſein cloſe field to trie the combat, 

Maame ubie, and A will ſit as Judges to aſſigne the 
ttcvnqueſt:the queſtion ſhalbe, whether it be good to loue 

02 


and in the meane time, ſich it is farre in the 
night. commit vou to God, Madame 
Pant hia, aud the reſt euing their 

geod holk the oA diem, pars 

ted quietly without 

any mo2e 

quippes to 

their lod⸗ 
ging. 


. twThe 


aac AE 


dates diſcourſe, 


VEST, DE night being paſſed, t þ gl 
beames of y bebus calling 
Al theſe Courtiers frd their dzowſie 
SY beddes, Si, nior Silueſtro who all 
7 this night had lepe wicha flea m 
bis care, being pinched with the 
ener with $ exquiſite quas 

* paſſionate te qua- 
Sf SY lities of Lacena, roſe befoze all 

the reff,and walking alone into the Garden, began there to 
muſe on theſe painefull paſſions which ſo divert perviered 
him, fceling the fozce of Loue ſo furiouſly ts aſſaile him, as 
either the — 18 new iſtres mut mittigate his mae 
ladie,o2 els his care muſt be ended by vntimely death:the one 
he doubted of as being in feare, the other he dzeaded not as 


one in moſt hapleſſe diſtreſſe, wauering thus betweene twoo 


waues as he ſat in his dumpes, ſorando Madame Pant hia 
and all the reſt ol che cõpanie miſſing Silueſtro, went to ſeeke 
him: whom they founde as a ſolitary Sainct ſitting in a ſoz» 
rowfull plight : whiche they eſpying to laugh at his 
kollie, that vpon ſo ſmall a cauſe (as they Had ente. 
ere miſt 
the marke: Foz Silueſtro was offring his ſighes to an other 
unt then they n whatſoeuer the cauſe 
of his care was, Panthia thought to dziue him out of his 
dumpes in this maner. 

Signior Silueſtro( quoth ſhe) you accuſed peſternight Pera- 
nne W 
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this chaunte you your ſelf wilbenochaungeling: you went 
N melancholte, reſembling the 
birde Ophage,who if ſhe perketh at night chatting , cher. 


keth all che mozning till the Sunne bee vp: but J cannot 


bdellame pou ſith Arerino and his fellowe came ouer pour fal- 


| Daphne, amd the Painter paſſing pleaſauntbefojehe ſawe 


lowes with ſuche cutting blowen. „ 
AIſee dame (quoth Peratio) vou are no cunning Actro⸗ 
loger, that can by calculation coniecture no better of S:lue- 
ſtros viſeaſe , Would you haue Zerus merrie as long as he 
| Amphionharpe*: Can pooze Polipheme plaie on his 
pipe as long as Galarea frownes 4 Oꝛ c Apollo laugh when 
Driope lowers; No,eppelles muſt be ſadas long as Cam 
paſbe is cope: It is goodreaſon that Louers ſhould be ſolicas 
riecobewate their ſozrowe , and full of dumpes to ſignifie 
their dolloz: Accuſe not Silueſtro then if he be not plealaunt, 
being troubled with ſuche amozous paſſtons: fs} the pooze 
Gentleman is in loue A ſee byhislooke, 
Silueſtro with what bitter tauntes Peratio began 
to bob the foole, and how he ſought like a Sycophert to plaie 
with his nole , entring ſomewhat into holler ſhake him vp 


cala fon bis con- 


with this ſharpe replie. 
Itremember Peraco(quoth he) that 
tumelious minde was turned into a Derpent, and Arachme 
fon her pꝛewde pꝛeſumption was tranſfomeꝛ into a Spider: 
Amaruell if the Gods to neck their wath would vſe their 
olde Petamozphoſis, whether they would turne thee into an 


Alle oz an Ape: fox by one they might tipically figure foꝛth 
thy blockiſhe reaſons, and by the other paint out thy aptſhe 
- qualities, Did Apollo neuer lower but when he was inloues ? 
3202 was eAppelles neuer ſad but when he was a ſutoz + No . 
doubt then the God was very gameſome bekoze he knewe 


Campaſpe . Surely your Aſtrologtcallreaſons bee of ſmall 
force in that they haue foxce: Imeane not to pꝛoue me a Lo⸗ 
uer but thy ſelf a fondling. Well, if J loue it is the ſigne of 

good nature:if I loue not, of a Cinicall nurture:but whether 


I 
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Jlote oz no it cannot polite hee nopdiſpleaſure me,aud yet 
not to lone is the ſigne ofa diſcourteous Peſauut, 
rando hearing what bitter blowes were giuen bes 
tween? theſe two —— — them with this parle. 
It᷑ (quoth he) Hercules and Achelous had not fallen out, 
the Nimphes had neuer gotten their Cernucopia Dad not 
Circes and ¶ uſies iarred his men had neuer returned to their 
ſb pes. Tis an ill flaw that bzingeth vp no macke, and a ban 
winde that heedeth no mans pjofite , Had not Sylaeſtro and 
Peratis fallen out about loue, wee had neuer b it in 
queſtion whether it be good to loue 02 uo, But now wer will 
haue it tried out in the plaine ſielde to ſee the euent of the 
datcaile”, Foz truely I am of Silueſtros opinion,that to line 
without loue is not to liue at all, 
Soſtrata wba from her birth was vomed vnto Veft«,and 
offred her Hacrifice at the Shzine of Diana, hearing - 
raudo take Silueſtros parte , with bluſhing face made this 
maidenly aunſwere, 
— — although J maie ſeem impudent in my 
mothers pz e and mait bee thinght baits 
inmodeſt without commaund to come to counſell, yet J hope 
the equitie of the cauſe and the nereſſitie ofthe ce, will 
excuſe me to the one and cleare me from the other. To haue 
onde loue honoured as a God were groſle Jdolatrie:to can⸗ 
ſent to ſuche Scilinaticall opinions were palpable Þereſte: 
eherfoze if it pleaſemp mother to giue me leaue, A wil pꝛout 
earth wont courſeot — pn | * 
quoth Pant vou thinke your ſtrong 
enough to ls ſtaute an Hereſie, my good will ſhall 
be quickly graunted : but take heede leaſt in ventring in an 
vaknowne Foove you ſlippe ouer the ſhooes.. 
Tuche (quoth Peratio) it was eaſie fox eLchilles to con 
auer Hectar, when he himſelf by the meanes of T heris was 


inuulnerable, and as eaſilie map Soſtrara Silueſtro 
r PORT Eons, 


Hour 


-___ S$ei«nuchaſe but he came toruine,Wlhoſo poſſeſſed but one 
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Door good worde (quoth S leſtro )is neuer wanting, but 
il Soſtrata would be ruled by mine aduiſe,ſhe ſhould not yeld 
ber verdict againſt Venus: but foꝭ my parte let her doe as ſhe 
pleaſe:fo2 J am ſure pꝛattle ſhe may, but pꝛeuaile ſhe cannot. 
SBVraleſtrata hearing the ſhozte cenſureof S lagtro, began to 
dodieende the walles with this Rampire. | 
/ Ouid ( quoth ſhe)the aiſter of this Arte, who buſily bet 
phis bzaine ſetting downe of amozous piinciples,being 
demaunded what Loue wag , aunſwerey that it was ſuche a 
vaine and inconſtant thing,fuche a fickle and fonde affectio- 
nate paſſion, that he knewe not what it was, from whence it 
came,no} to what ende it tended: Dnelpthishe was aſſured. 
of by experience, that to the vnhappie it was a hell, and to 
the moſt foꝛtunate (at the leaſt) the loſſe of freedome, Ana- 
- treon ſaid that it was the foꝛgetting of a mans ſelf; whereby 
his ſences are ſo beſotted and his wittes inueagled: he is ſo 
mnared with vanit ie, and ſo fettered with follie, as he greede« 
lie ſeeketh to gaine that thing, whiche at laſt turneth to his 
extreme loſſe, Foz who ſo yeeldeth himſelk as a ſlaue to loue, 
bindeth himſelf in fetter ol golde: and if his ſute haue good 
ſucceſſe, yet he leadeth his life ingliftring miſerie. Foz loue 
actoꝛding to the definition ofthe Philoſophers, is nothing 
els but the delire of Beautie: ſo that the beginning, middeſt, 
and ende ot loue, is to croppe the bitter fweete bud of Beaus 
tie: which how pleaſaunt ſo euer it be in the mouth, yet ſo pe⸗ 
kilous in the mam that he neuer oz ſeldome digeſteth it, withs 
out daunger both of his purſe and perſon. Beautie the onely 
Jewell whiche Louers deſire to enioye (although vou mate 
obiect againſt me, that it is a foule birde defiles their owne 
neaſt) (vet conſcience coſtraines me to auer the truth) is like | 
to the Buran flower, which is moſt pleaſaunt tothe eye but 
wo ſo toucheth it feeleth pꝛeſent ſimarte. None euer rid on 


dꝛamme or the golde of Thole/aperiſhed , He that with vn⸗ 
waſht handes touched the Aultar of Janus, fell downe pꝛe⸗ 


ſeutly dead, and fewe 02 none whiche one ly flre their fancie 
* | ppon 


-/ 
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vpon Beautle, eſcape without miſhappe o2 miſerie:ſo thit J 
conclude, the Louer in liew ot his toyle getteth ſuche gaine, 
as he that reapeththe beautifull Apples of Tantalus, which 
are no ſoner toucht but theyturne to Aſhes, Tfthis traſhthẽ 
be the treaſure whiche Louers deſire ſo greedily to gaine na 
— — be muche like to bis which ſup⸗ 
poling to einbzace Iuno, caught nothyng but a vaine vani⸗ 
ſhyng Cloude. This conſidered. be hath either his ſences be⸗ 
ſotted, oꝛ els is blinded with ſelf will, whiche ſeeth not the a⸗ 
buſes in Loue and follie of Louers: whole life is ſo ptſtered 
with continuall paſſions and combꝛed with ſuche hapleſſe 
cares, as it is to becountednothyng but a very maſſe of mi 
ſerie: They ſpende the date in dumpes and the night in dol⸗ 
102, ſeeking much and finding little: gaping after that which 
they an gaine: and which ik they get pꝛoueth atlength 
f 0 p | | g b , \ 
Tis true in trothe /quoth Peratio) fo: of all follies, loue 
is the greateſt fondneſſe., and eſpecially in thoſe whiche are 
coumpted trueſt Louers:who if they want of their will, and 
miſſe of their wiſhe , pine awaie in helliſhe pennurie, and 
though their miſtres rewarde them with hate, pet they ne⸗ 
uer make an ende of their loue but by death. Such loue in 
my opinion, no wiſe man either will oꝛ can commende, fox 
if to loue were good, as is now in queſtion, yet tis a pꝛoucd 
pꝛinciple Onme nimium vertitur in uitium, theretoze if euer 
A loue J will keepe a meane, neither to hie leaſt I ſuſpecte 
with Cephalus, noz to lowe leaſt J miſlike with e inos, and 
eſpecially J would not erceeve, fo Ithinke ok Louers, as 
Diogenes did of Dauncers, who beyng al ked how he liked 
This pleaſant conceipt of Peratio made N oramdo and 
| all the tompanie to laugh, ſeepng how bitterly he began to 
bob Silueſtro on the thumbes, who thzoughly chafed , burt 
fooꝛth into theſe tearmes. * 5 
tocounſellbefoze vou bee calde, 
any manne craues pour 
E.). | cenſure, 


Peratio(ꝙ he) pou come 
and ſet downe pour ſentence, befoze 


Ls 


much ot me, that ſo apiſhly to carpe at euery cauſe is a ſigne 
to pour follie, thus much to the purpoſe. The Philoſophers 


tributing vnto it the title of dietie, as a thyng wooꝛthie of 
ſuch ſupernaturall dygnitie. Fo2 it doeth infuſe into the 


des ok frendes together with ſuche perfect and perpetuall a- 


dies and one ſoule,yea, the common people although their 
myndes bee ſotted and almoſt ſenceleſſe, pet they haue han 


ſo muche innocente bloud, anſwered becauſe the temple ol 


Commonwealth ſo to floziſh in poſperous eſtate, anſwered 

lone: Aledgyng to the olde ?raliv» pꝛouerbe Amor 2 la ma- 
dre del buon citta. What cauſcth vertue to rapne and vice to 
come to ruine but loue: that delighteth in good and de⸗ 


aper 
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| cenſure, your berdit is of leſſe valure , Your flender opinion 


is not to be taken fo} a pꝛinciple, and therefoje learne thus 


of create immodeſtie, and ſmall manners, but leaupng you 


who haue ſought pꝛeciſely to ſet out che perfect Anotomie 
loue, who ſet downe by pen that befoze they 


his power, iuſtly cannoniſed that ſacred eſſence 


à God, at⸗ 


mindes of men ſuche vertuous and valerous mot ions, kind⸗ 
lyng in mens hartes ſuch gowing coales ol naturall affectt» 
on ( whiche bekoze the foꝛce of foue had touched them, lay bu ⸗ 
ried in the deade cindꝛes of hate) that it 14 knitt the min⸗ 


mitie, as we map iuſtlie ſay with Socrates, they be two bo⸗ 


loue in ſuche ſacred eſtimation, that they carefully rewarded 
them with the title of Honour and Dignitie, whiche haue 
excelled in that holie affection, eſtemyng this onely vertue 


(lit ſo baſly it may be termed ) ſufficient ofa man to make one 


à God. But to apme moze neare the marke, if we rightly cds 
ſider the foꝛce ot loue, wee ſhall finde : 


whiche ſo pleaſureth a man, and pꝛoffitethe the Common 


wealth of Rene did oft fall into many calamnities at that 
tyme, eſpecially when Sc://a and arias Tpranoufly ſhed 


loue was defaced, and beeyng demanded what cauſed the 


of pure 
eitdby experience, weighyng wiſely the ſtraunge affectes 
and foꝛce ofloue,and feeling in them ſelues the puiſſance of 


at there is nothing 


wealth as loue: Tullie beyng demaunded why the Common 


—— — — on 
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of Love] 


* 
ſpighteth ill but loue ? Yea, what cauſech a man to bee heno⸗ 
red foʒ a GDD but loue, It maketh the valient to venture 
amideſt moſte perrilous daungers : neither to bee feared 
with the loſfe of life , noz toreſpect the dint of Death, el in⸗ 
kyng no aduenture harde to bee atchiucd , no} encounter 


comberſome , no daunger perrilous, ſo he be fullie armed 


with the ſhield of loue, to defendhym from the furious fozce 
ofhis enemies. So mante Grecians had ncucr bene ſlaine of 
Hector had not Andromachelooked ouerthe walles. T roies 
lus had neuer made ſuche a Maſſacre among his fors had 
not /*eſſed buckled on his Helmet , Nap Achilles had ne⸗ 
uer ſlaine them bothe, had not Briſeida becne the Miſtres of 
his thoughtes , Toconclude,in all ages Cheualrie had nes 
ucr ſo bzauely flow2iſhed if Loue had not been the guerdon 
fo: their deſertes. Loue maketh a man which is naturally a⸗ 


dicted vnto vice tobe indewed with vertue, to applie himſelf 


vnto all lawdable excrciſes,that thereby he mate obtaine his 
Louers fauour : Me coueteth to bee ſkilfull in good letters, 
that by his learnyug he mate allure her to excell in Muſick, 
that by his melodie he mate cntiſe her to frame his ſpeech in 
a perfect phzaſe,that his Eloquence mate perſwade her, vca, 
what Nature wanteth he ſeeketh to amende by nurture,and 
the onely cauſe of this verteous diſpoſition is Loue. And to 

pꝛoue this pꝛemiſſes with a particular inſtaunce, I remem- 
ber that our countriman Boccace in his Decameron hingeth 
in one Chymon a Lacedemonian, who was moe wealthie the 
wittie,and of greater poſſeſſions then good qualities, giuen 
from his birth to be a ſeruile dzudge by nature, and could not 
by his friendes be haled from his clowntſh ate by nurture: 
bis delight was to toyle at Þ Plough,although a Nobleman 
boꝛne, and ciuill curteſie was the onely thing he contemned. 
This Chimon who by no art could be bzought to haue any 
mitte, by chaunce as he paſſed though the ſtreetes, caſt his 
eye on the glittring beauty of a Ladyin Lacedemonia, whoſe 
ſinguler perfection ſo deeply impinted into the harte of this 


witleſle C himon, as he felt the flame of fancieto fric within 
| E.it, his 
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his entrales, vea, the foxce of affection had ſo furiouſly aal. 
ted hym, as perplexed with theſe vnaguainted paſſſons.Loue 
dziue hum ſo to his ſhiftes , that he ſeckyng to obtaine his 
miſters fauour,he began to applie himſelt᷑ to al vertuous ex⸗ 
erciſes, that within ſhozte tyme loue beeyng his loodeſtone, 
of a witleſſe foole he became to bee a wiſe Philoſopher , of 
of Clowneto become a Courtiour, yea, loue made ſuche a 
ſtraunge Petamozphoſes of her new Novice , that in pꝛo⸗ 
weſſe and curteſie he excededalthe Courtiers of Lacedewps 
nia. Tuſhe who rightly can denie that Loue is not the cauſe 
of glozic honour pꝛoſite and pleaſure whiche happeneth to 
man, and that without it he cannot conueniently live , but 
chall runne into a thouſande enozmities, Whercof J con: 
clude, that not to loue is not to liue: 02 els to leade a life rc⸗ 
gnaunt to all vertuous qualities. 
ell ſaid Slueſtro( qquoth Morandi) thy reaſon is good: 


. fo) in truthe he that is an enemie to loue, is a for to naturt: 


there is nothyng which is either ſorcqueſtedof men oz dell 
red of bzute beaſtes moze then mutuall ſocietie, whiche nei⸗ 
ther the one can gaine noꝛ the other attaine without loue: 
Is not he then moꝛe ſenceleſſe then a beaſt, oz leſſe naturall 
then a realſonable creature whiche would deſpiſe it : Hes no 
doubt, would count him like to a A parmantus, that had 
no other reafon to hate men but fo2 that they were men: he 
himſelf being like a man, but in nature a very Montter. 
Sir(quoth Softrara)if you weighed well what loue were 
vou would pceld an other verdict, Is there any thyng which 
man eſteemeth moe then liberties Nay,doch he not account 
it dearer then like: and is not Lone the loſſe thereof, and the 
meanes to leade him into an endleſſe Laberinth: Doth it not 
fetter him that is free, and thꝛall the quiet minde in perpetu⸗ 
all bondage: Is there any thyng to be found in Loue but lo⸗· 
ming, cure, calamitie ſoꝛrowe ſighes woe, waylinges, com- 
plaintes and miſerie + Mhat bzeedeth frenzie and byingeth 
furie but Loue + Tthatmaketh the wiſe fooliſhe, and fooles 
— R u 
et 


of Lone. 


ſeth the bzaine$ Mhat weakeneth the witte: TTThat dulleth 
the memozies Mhat favcth the ſtrength May, what leadeth 
a man to ruth andruine but Loue ? And pet fozfooth no leſſe 
then a GDD Dido had ended her golden daits with iope in 
gallaunt Carthage. Phillis had neuer deſperatly pꝛocured 
her owne death. Triadue had not miſerablie died in the ſoli⸗ 
tarie Deſertes. Medea had raigned ropally as Queene of 
Colc hot. Pea, innumerable others had cnioyed moꝛec felicitie 
92 talked leſſe miſerie, if this cruell monſter Loue had not 
woucche their miſhappe. Foz as ſoone as it once inueagleth 
the wit and bewitcheth the ſences, it p E 
tamozphoſis of the pooze Louers minde : he then rageth as 
though he were haunted with ſome helliſhe Hagge, oꝛ poſſeſs 
ſed with ſome franticke Furie, like one inchaunted with 
ſome Magicall charme, 02 charmed with ſome bewitchyng 
Sonꝛcerie, yea, he is perplexed with a thouſande ſundꝛie pal⸗ 
ſions:ſirſt free, and chen fettered:alate ſwimming in reſt, and 
now ſincking in care: erewhile in ſecuritie, and then in cap⸗ 
tiuitie:vea, turned from mirth to mournyng : from pleaſure 
to paine : from delight to deſpight: hatyng themſelues and 
louyng others, who is the chiek caule ekthis their calamitie. 
Fulfillyngthe ſaying of Propertius, that to loue howſoeuer 
it be is to looſe, and to fanciehow charie ſocucr the choice be 
is to haue an ill chaunce: Fo2 Loue though neuer ſo faithful 
is but a Chaos of care, and fancie though neuer fo foztunate 
is but a M iſle of miſerie. Whereof I conclude, that who ſa 
is intangled with the ſnares of Loue, 02 beſotted wich the. 
beames of balefull Beautie, eniopeth mote care then come 
moditie: moze paine then pꝛoſite: mote coſt then comfoꝛte: 
moze greefthen good, vea, xeapeth a tunne of dꝛoſſe foʒ euer 
dꝛamme of perfect golde. 

Nay,ſtaie(quoth S4zeſtro )conclude not ſo rede lie befoze 
the pzemilles bee graunted : fo2 though you haue(Soſtrara ) 
ſh idowed the cable, yet till the colours belaicd on with a per⸗ 
fect Penſell it is no certaine picture. Zewexes deceiued bir⸗ 


des with painted grapes, and pet they were no perfect frute: 
E. iij. and 
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and though pe fill their eares with your fond reaſons, yet al. 
ter J haue pulde backe the vale, euery one ſhall ſer they are 
but mere ſhadowes. Nou reaſon firſt of the definition of loue, 
ſaying: that it is no other thyng but the deſire of Beautie: 
whiche ik J graunt, what then fozſooth; by an odd induction 
you conclude that Beautie is the bzeeder of miſhappe , and 
thcrefoze Loue the bzingerof miſerte:buc J ncither affirme 
the one noꝛ graunt vnto the other, Foz Plato being demaun⸗ 
ded in what thinges we moſt reſemble the Gods, aunſwered 
in Aiſedome and Beautie:eſteeming Tiſedome the onely 
, Jemme whiche inricheth the minde, and Beautie the onely 
Jewel that adozneth the bodic,Yea,Sexere Socrates ſaid, thut 


that the maker wasſubiect to the thing made: fo2 the Gods 
themlelues haue been ſo ſubiect to 5 glittering hue of Beau⸗ 


tie, as they haue been ſoꝛcſt to foꝛſake their teleſtiall Sphen · 
res, fo) to enioye ſo ꝑecious a treaſure, yea, to make a Me- 


tamoꝛphoſis of their dietie into humane ſhape: as Jupiter did 


thinke vou then (Seſtrata) pou haue not bothe committed an 
hainous offence in blaſpheming fo deuine a thing, and alſo 
been greatly deceiued in thinking light of Loue, whiche ten⸗ 
deth to no other ende but to the obtaining ol lo denine a trea⸗ 
ſure, Further, you count euery vertue in Loue to be vanitie: 
euery ſtrawe to be a ſtumbling ſtockt: cuery little Polehill 
to be agreate Msuntaine: concluding becauſe it is fraught 


with care, therefoze it is to bee contemned: becauſe it is ſub· 


iett to trouble and miſhapp,therefoze to be vtterly miſliked: 
but your opinion is vaine, and therfoze pour reaſons is of no 


value:they carie ſmall fence in that pou are ſo ſubiect to ſelf⸗ 


will. Foz did not Tyrhagora compare vertue tothe letter 7 
which is ſmall at the footc but bzoade at the toppe: meaning 
that to obtaine vertue is very painefull , but the poſſeſſion 
rhercofpaſſing pleaſant:Yea,doe not the wiſe Philoſophers 
indeuour much trauell to attaine vertue: Doe not Martiall 
mindes who gape after gloziefleepe little and 


haſſard 


the Gods in framing of Beautie ſkipt bepond their ſ kill, in 


by turning into a Bull to croppe the beautie of £xr0pa: And 


laboz much: 
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haſard their limmes and venture cheir lines to attaine honoꝛ. 
Doe not Parchaunts peeld themlelues to the mercie of the 
furious Seas, and trie che rage ot ſtoꝛmie Tempeſts,ſuffer 
perilles by Sea and poſt by Land to poſſeſſe riches * Shall 
therefoze the Philoſophers life bee contemned, becauſe it is 
fraught with trouble : Shall the Parchauntes ſtate, o2 the 
Dartiall ſkate be deſpiſed, becauſe the one is ſubiect to daun⸗ 
ger, and the other to death: No, if this mate bee concluded ic 
will bꝛeede a conkuſion in all eſtates , Shall then Loue bee 
thought leaud, becauſe pooꝛe paſſionate Louers be readie to 
beare the burthen ok all miſfoꝛtune, to the ende to attchiue fo 
royall a rewarde as Bꝛautie: No, foz he is to bee thought a 
fearfull daſtard whom any wozldly muck doth det eiue, whõ 
any hard attempt doch wichdzaw, oꝛ any humble pꝛaier doth 
withholde from attaining the toppe of his deſire, Ceaſe then 
(Soſtrata) to blaſpheme 3 Beautie ſith it is deuine. 
Leaue of to inueigh againTLoue , ſince it is a labour fit foz 
the Gods: other wiſe thou ſhalt be thought to be moe wilfull 
then wiſe , and to ſpitt out thele bitter ſpeeches moze of cans 
cred ſpight then of any iuſt cauſe, 

Tell (quoth Aretino) if that teſtie Tyanens were aliue, 
who was the contemner of Beautie, the deſpꝛaiſer of Loue, 
deſpiſer of fancie,and the deteſter of all uche amozous ſacie⸗ 
tie, and heard Siilueſtro tell this tale, no doubt he would not 
onely turne his tippet, recant his hcreticall opinion, and per⸗ 
_ edn arte, beautie, but he himſelk would become 


_ quoth Pant hia) fm my parte I confeſle that S/- 
ueſtro hath ſo cunningly confuted my Daughters reaſons, 
as I mult needes ſaie he is woꝛthie to haue the ver dict go on 
his ſide, Foz though Diana hath reapt reno wne by her cha⸗ 
ſtitie, yet / uno hath gained moze honour by her Pariage, 
eUhy Pwdame Parchia(quoth Perario will you bring 
Silueſtrointo a Fooles paradiſe by allowyng his opinion, 
can but ſmile to ſee how cunningly pou canclawhim where 
| he itcheth:buthe knowes you do but flatter, ain, 


2 


Tbe Tritameron 1. 
5 womens thoughtes and their tongues runnes nocalwaies 


Truely quoth A retino ) that is the cauſe that Silueſtro 


1 beares ſo much with Lacen«s kollie: fc; he thinkes ſhe plates 


like the Conſull Atrilius, that was wont to couer the picture 
or his Concubine with a courtaine: wherein was imbꝛode⸗ 


= red the ſtozie of Diane and eAtteor. | 


What Lacen- vorh(@ Sylneſtro)Jknowenot,but J ant 
ſure Peratio ſpcakes mote of crabbednes theu of conſcience, 
reſembling herein Apollo ( I meane not in pure complexion, 
but in peuiſh cõdition) who inueighing greatly againſt / e- 
nus and Cupid, did bimlelke the next night raniſh pooze (ly- 
1 
Mell (quoch Morando) Madame Panthia th you haue 
beard this doubtfull queſtion ſo thzoughly diſcourſed, giue 
your Cenſure and your verdict ſhall ſtand fo} aſentence, 
Sir(quoth ſhe) if I ſhould paſle againſt Sy/uef70, then al 
| might thi k J either neuer loued my huſband, oz els that J 
| ſpoke of affection,therfoze that J be not accuſed of the one, 
no condemned of the other, this ts my opinion, that Sy * 
ſtro ſpeaking of thoſe loyall louers, which fire their fancis 


| andplacetherr affertionfirffupon the vertueof the mpnde, 


and then vpon the beautie of the body defeudeth the right in 
laying that to loue, is a vertue, and that my daughter Lace- 


n (in touching the excelſiue loue , nay rather luſt of thoſe 


fond and fantaſticall louers, who onely reſpect the comple⸗ 


5 xion ot the body, and not the perfection of the mind, hauing 


their kancie ſo fickle, as they are ſiered with euery new face, 
reſpecting pleaſure moze then p2ofit , and yet refuſing no 
/} papnes to ſatilſie their fleſhlp deſires) ſaith well that ſuch 
Pune hauing velded her judgement was greatly map⸗ 
ſed ok al the company fo geuing ſo wiſe a verdict. In deede 


3 . (d quoth Aretino) it made mee to matuell when J heard J. 


2 . = & | | 
5 
! to loi en 5 


cena ſo karre out of ſquare, ſith that by nacurall conſtitution 
Not 


- 


of Loue. 


Not ſo(quoth Pt hia) you ſpeake by contraries,fo) woe 
men are hard to bee ſnaredinloue like the ſtone Ceraunon, 
whiche will hardly rectiue any ſtampe, but being once pꝛin⸗ 
ted neuer looleth the fourme , Marie if I might be lo bolde, 
Itould aptly compare men to Spanielles, that will faune 
of euery one that carieth bꝛead in his ſiſt. 
Stay there(quoth N orando)it is now dinner time, and 
this queſtion al keth a long diſcourſe, we will now dine, and 
the reſt of the daie to exerciſe our ſelues wee will ſpende in 

Hunting. but to moꝛowe we will haue this doubt deba⸗ 

ted of Aretino and Fioretta. I will be the plaintif 
(quoth Aretino.) And my Daughter ſhall 

bee the defendant (quoth Pant hia. ) 
Why then (quoth A or and) 
let vs plie our teeth as we 

haue done our tungs: 

and 


with that they all 


fionꝛ as we cannot enioye the flagrant ſmel of the one without 
-  - Harpepitckles,ſo we cannot poſſeſſe the vertues of the other 


The third daies 
„ |... Alice. 


Anthia andthe reſt of the compa⸗ 
* nie having pleaſauntly paſt awate 
the day in ſpozte,and quietly ſpent 
the night infleepe, no ſooncr ſawe 
that Aurora had fozſaken the was 
trie bedof her Louer 75/ an, but 
thei remembꝛing that [4retins any 
Fioretia were to perfourme their 
, chalenge, haſted vp to bee hearcrs 
; of tl this doubtfull . But ſeeing Morando was not 
yet ſtirring , they walked into the Garden to take the freſhe 
and flagrant ayze, where Flora pꝛeſented vnto them a Para- 
diſe of odoziferous flowers, greatly pleafing the eye ⁊ lwæt⸗ 
ly delighting the ſmell , intiſed with the verdue of theſe flo- 
wiſhing Plantes, they all reſted them in an Arboꝛ made of 
Roles, whereby Peratio coking occaſion to be Pleaſaunt en⸗ 
tered into this partie A 
I now quoth he) lee by ett Mme, muede 
to be true, chat weale is neuer withdut woe,no blille wit 
bale, eche ſweete hath his ſower, euery e midi ha his 
diſcommoditie annexed : Fo2 youſee by pꝛoofe the ſweeteſt 
Roſe hath his pickles, 

' Andwhatofthis(quoth ant h) what inftrre pe of theſe 
pintiples: 1 
Mary (quoth he) I can aptly compare a woman to a Roſe: 


without ſhzewilh conditions: and pet neither the one no} wn 
other 
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other can well be fozbozne,fo2 they are neceſſurie tuille. 
© ſir(quoth Path: )yor are very pleaſaunt, pooze wee 
men muſt be content toſufferthe repzoofe though men mern 
the repꝛoach: but if they were as little vertuous as men are 
greatly vicious, na doubt then you would wite volumes of = 
their vanitie: but (quoth ſhe)as bad as they be when you ſue | 
to obtaine their fauour, then you accoumpt them as heauen⸗ 
ly creatures , and cannoniʒe them foʒ Sainctes, commen⸗ 
ding their chaſtitie, and extolling their vertues : whereof J 
conclude, that either they are faultleſſe oꝛ you flatterers. 
Tuche (quoth Perat:o )what others thinke I knowe not, 
but I was neuer of that mindt:foꝛ truely this is my verdict, 
be He vertudus, be the chaſt, be ſhe courtepus, be the conſtant, 
be ſhe riche, be He renowmed, be the honeſt, beſhehonozable, 
pet if he bee a woman, (ye hath lufficicent vanities to coun⸗ 
teruaile her vertues. 
Truely(quoth S.lueſtro) as the Jnhabitaunts of Lemos 


were turned into Frogges fo: railing againſt Ln, ſo Po 
ratio thou deſerueſt to be chaunged into a Curre, fo barking 
out ſuche currtthe blaſphemous ſpeeches againſt wemen. 
Niobe inueighed againſt Venus fo; her lightneſſe, and pet 
ſhe her ſelf moꝛe leaude: and thou ratleſt againſt wemen foꝛ 
their vanitie, thou thy ſelf being thziſe mote vicious:but as it 
was inpoſſible to tell a tale to a Cretian and not to talke to 
a lpar, ſo it is impoſlible(Peratio)to ſpeake oftheeand not to 


name a ſlaunderer. n 

Mith that M orando being newly riſen, and miſſing his 
gueſtes went into the Garden, and hearing theſe bitter blo⸗ 
wes thought quickly to part the fraie, he ſeuered them there» 


foze with this ſalue. | 

Gentlemen and Gentlewomen (quothhe) in that J will 
not be tedious in one woꝛde, J bid you all good date , The 
atchiuing of peſterdaies chalenge betwene Aretino and Five 
retta, hath made me riſe thus early. Ceaſe of therefoe from 


your ſuppoſes, fo I inioyne pou all to Silence, and let vs 


heare what a plea our plaintife will put in to auer his doubt» 
ö F. ij. | full 


The Tritameron 


The companie firſt requiting ·Morando with the like 
courteſie , and then returning his ſalue with the like ſaluta⸗ 
tion, held their peace to heare Aretino parle, who ſeing they 
liſtened attentiuely to heare his talke, began his tale in this 
maner. 
It is a piinciple (quoth he) amongſt the naturall Philos 
ſophers, that men by their conſtitution are indewed with a 
mote perfect and ſtronger complexion then wemen, beeing 
mote apt to endewer labour and trauaile, and leſſe ſubiect to 
effeminate pleaſure and paſtime : hauing their hartes mote 
| hardened to wichſtande any kinde of paſſion, and leſſe molli⸗ 
fiedto receiue any patheticall impyeſſion, Whereof J infer 
that men hauing their hartes indurate by natutall conſtitus 
tion, aremoze able to withſtande the foꝛce of Loue then we: 
men, wholeeffeminate mindes are incloſed within a moze 
tender and delicate complexion. Foz as the perfect Golde 
whiche is of a pure ſubſtaunce, receineth any fourme ſooner 
then the ſturdir Steele which is of a groſſe # maſſie moulde, 
ſo wemens effeminate mindes are moze ſubiect to ſodaine 
affection, and are ſoner fettered with che ſnare of fancie then 
the hard hartes of men, whiche beeing rubbed with the Ada⸗ 
mant ſtone are apt to withſtand any v:olft paſſions, T rreſias 
who had by his harve happe the pꝛoofe of both Matures:and 
Scython whoat his pleaſure was cither a man 0z a woman: 
the one being demanded by upiter and the othet by Bach, 
whether men oz wemen wert moſt lubiect vnto loue, framed 
this anſwere:that the Armes which Venus gaue in her ſhield 
were ſufficient to diſcuſſe the doubt: meaning that as Do⸗ 
ues who are Ven«s darlinges, are mcze pꝛone vnto luſt then 
any other foules:ſo wemen are moze ſubiect vnto Loue then 
any other moꝛtall creatures. 
Truelp ſir(quoth Fioretta) you ſerme by pour ſentences 
to be a ſubtill and ſecret Philoſopher: fo Ithinke you bꝛing 
in ſuche darke pꝛoblemes, as you ſcarce vnderſtande pour 
owne reaſons, Is this pour [kill in naturall Philoſophie to 


bung 


of Loue. 


ding in vnnaturall pꝛinciples: Oz think you by Sophiſtr(e 
to ſhadowe the truth: Ma, woꝛdes are but winde. and a kewe 
dꝛie blowes ſhall not carte awaie the conquelf, Aviſtotle and 
Albertus both ſet downe this infallible Axiome, that the na⸗ 

turall conſtitution of men is choller hot atiddyie, hauing of 
all the fower Elements fire molt pꝛedominant in their com- 
plexions: Do that as Galen affirmeth in his Booke De par- 
tibus corporis humani this fierie conſtitution doth make them 
full of paſſions, ſoone hot ſoone colde, eaſilie inflamed and 
quicklyquenched, Mhereas wemen be Phlegmatick coole 
and moyſt, hauing water molt pꝛedominant in their conſtitu⸗ 
tion, and therefoze leſle ſubiect vnto any ſterie affections, 
TUhereof J inferre , that the mindes ol men whiche are hot 
and dzie, are ſooner ſcozched with the heate of Venus and ſie⸗ 
red with the flame of kancie: yea, Loue hath moꝛe power to 
ſet on fire their affections, being alreadie ofahot conſtituti⸗ 
on, then to ſcoꝛch oꝛ ſcalde the hartes of wemen,which natu ; 
rally are ofſo;noyſtand cold a complexion. The dzie Bauin 
is ſoner ſet on fire then the watrie Beech:the withered Hate 
ſooner burncth then the moyſt Graſſe, and the ſterie harte of 
e Har: ſoner ſcorched then the cold minde of Diana. - 

— Nay WPiltris Foree:a(quoth he) ſeeing you tige me ſo 
frricely , I will pzone my pꝛemiſſes with moſt appꝛoued ins 
ſtaunces , Ats not Dido almoſt conſumed in the flame be⸗ 
foze Eneas toucht the fire + {as not ſhe fettered at the firſt 
ſight, whereas Yen could hardly induce her ſonne to Loue. 
Demophon was not ſa ſone dzowned in deſire as Phils : for 
be no loner ſec faote on lind but ſhe was ouer ſhooes in loue, 
whereas God know all her flattring allurementes could 
hardlytrainc him co che Court of Cupid. The Nimph Echo 
no ſooner ſaw? Narc:/ hut ſhe was inflamed : whereas he 
neither by teares, pꝛaiers, pꝛomiſes, noꝭ pꝛoteſtatisns could 
be allured to peeld himſelk a ſul iect vuto nus. Tuſhe, what 
ſbould I recount the p iſſionate loue of Smacis, Circe, Bi- 
blis , Hylonome, and of infinite other, whoſe lines are ſufft- 
Wr my b 

FA 
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(«pid intending to reuenge himſelf vpon I pollo, for diſto- 
uering the adultrie betweene his mother and ears, was 
kane to ſpend many ok his chieleſt dartes ere he could ſtrike 

him in loue wich Daphne : but as the blinde boy pleaſauntly 


the tippe ol hisarrowe, whiche no ſooner toucht her but ſhe 
was deepely in loue with her darling Adonis. Ju fine, all as 
ges and eſtates haue yeelded ſufficient pzoofes coconfirme 
my pꝛemiſſes, ſo that Jneede not alledge any moꝛe reaſons 


but conclude with the ſaying of Aarriall, whiche affirmeth 


E 
tine thinges neuer to bee parted e Mulier, Amor, & incon- 


antia. | 
Tuch (quoch Fiorerta) all this wind ſhakes no cone, your 

Antecedent infers no neceſſary Conſequent, foꝛ if J graunt 
that divers Dames haue bene ſodainly ſupꝛiled with fancie, 
may poutherefoze roncluve, that wemen are moze ſubiecte 
vnto affection then men, this were Aretino to abſurde an 
argument: But to confirme my reaſons with a plaine pzoofe 
whiche we bothe ſee and knowe by daily experience, Are 
not men faine,beyng them ſelues once fiered with fancie to 
ſecke and ſue, to watch and warde, to pꝛate, to parleto, pꝛap, 
to pꝛoteſt, to ſweare, to foꝛſweare, yea, tovſe athouſand ſons 
die ſhiftes to alure a ſimple maide vnto loue: Doe they not 
ſeeke to hale her vnto their hooke, wich diuers new deuiſes. 
Some pꝛactiſe muſicke to inueagle their mindes , playng 
in the nyght vnder their windowes, with Lutes , Cicrons, 
and Bandozas, Some Coꝛnay and Juſt: that by their mans 
hoode they maie alure them to loue. Some painte out their 
paſſions in Songes and Sonets, to moue them vnto mer⸗ 
tie: none ſaying they are to pittifull, but all exclaimyng of 
their crueltie. The pooze woman notwithſtandyng , is ſo 
vnwillyng to peeld vuto loue, that ſhe is hardly induced to 
fancie by all theſe flattryng alurementes, whereas the man 
is ſiered with euery new face, fettered with euery newe fans 
tie, in loue at euery looke, yea 
nem, but they doe ſtraight Geleſcere plus quam ſatis ſo tha 


7 


they cannot eccedere ad g- 
tit 
is 


of Loue. +. 


4 harde to nde a man, but he is either fraught will leue 0% 
tterie. 

Nat ſo Fioretta(quoth Silueſtro)tuntlude not ſo ſtricktly, 
fo2 to loue (I graunt)is p2oper to men, but to flatter — | 
geth to wemen. 

Thy (quoth Peratio) dare pou blaſpheme ſo hꝛoadely a⸗ 
gainſt that noble ſexe, take head, if your miſtres heare ofthis 
fond ſenſure, ſhehang not the lip, 

This is ſmall to the purpole(quoth Morando) whether 
men faine 02 wemen flatter, it is not the marke we ſhoote at. 
Sith Padame Paut hia, theſe two champions haue ſo man⸗ 
fully behaued themſelues within the liſtes, that as pet the 
combate hangeth in ſuſpence, to whiche of them ſhall wee 
Judges ofthis quarrell aſſigne the conqueſt; | 

Truely ſir (ꝙ Panthia) to ſpeake mp mynd freely with 
out affectis,in this caſe this is my opinion. That loue being 
no moztall paſſion, but a ſupernaturall influence alloted vnto 


euery man, by deſtiny charmeth and inchaunteth the mindes 


ok moztall cre Pa —— accoꝛdyng to their — ts 
decre at the 
= ts ieee ee Some ne⸗ 
uer to be 0 5 was Narciſſu: Others ſcontched at 
anus her ſewage? Acer; Some al- 
—— to Cupid , as did Daphne. 


— 1a wn 
OR 
all con- 


ſubiect unto —— 5 their naturall 
but by the ſecrete influence acertaine up 
ſtellation. JI 
Morando andthe reffofebeir companie, greatly pꝛaiſed 
and allowed the wiſe verdict of Panthia, commendyng the 
mother foꝛ her perfect modeſtie, and the daughters fo2 their 
paſſing chaſtitie. The diſcourſe thus ended andthe ſentence 
ſet do une, Morando und his gueſtes went to dinner which 
being ended as well with vithie deuiſes as pleaſaunt dain⸗ 
ties, Panthiaconſtrained by certaine vigent affaires, yeel- 


ding 
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ping Nl orando great thankes fo) his courteous entertains 
ment, went home ta Bononia accdpanied with the thiee 


Gentlemen: who likewiſe leauing Morando in 
his dumpes fon the lolſe of ſuche good tom · | 
panious departed, and fo2 a time ſtaied 
with Panthia at Bononia: where 
what ſucceſſe Silueſtro had 
in his loue J knowe 
not: 
but if I learne 
looke fon 
newes 


Finis, Robert Greenes 
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